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Preface to Persian Edition of ‘Our Beloved Guardian’ by Lowell Johnson

In 1973 T had the privilege of visiting Iran and being conducted through the home of Bahd’u’lldh
in Tihran and a visit to the House of the Bab in Shirdz. This is a precious memory in my life and
cherished because the House of the Bab was destroyed after that.

While in Tihran I met with the Pioneering Committee who asked me if the South African apartheid
government would welcome Persian pioneers. I had already checked with the South African
Department of Immigration about that and was told that nationality was not important. The key
was whether they were light enough in complexion to become ‘assimilated’ into the white
population.

The Committee had a hilarious moment as they pointed at each other saying ‘You can. You can’t.
You can. You definitely can’t.” Soon after that, Persian Bahd’is began to arrive in South Africa.

Since then, I have been the recipient of innumerable gifts and favours from many Persian Baha’is,
not only in South Africa but in many other parts of the world. And because of the Persian Bah4’i
character of selfless service I have found it difficult to repay them.

Louis Gregory ™

Mildred & Rafi Mottahedeh o
Dorothy Baker o

Terah Cowart-Smith e
Borrah Kavelin e

Louis & Sylvia Kaye o
Gaborone Botswana it
Motswana ™

Kal & Shanta Basin ™
Lesotho s

Ivy & Thembisile Gecume m
Thobela & Vuyelwa Mbotya W
Gwen Ramoroesi o

Michael Walker e

Sylvia Benatar e

Tahirih Matthee m

Leota Johnson Farnham v

A



When I received a request from Setareh to write a preface to her translation of this book, I was
very grateful. At last I was able to do something for the beloved Persians.

Lowell Johnson
Johannesburg 2007
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Ancestors of Shoghi Effendi Rabbini

|Gﬂ“bmh | |G|-G|'l‘fbwr- ] [MGI-GHMM | [3MG~Gmdprms | Iﬂlhﬁ-ﬁn‘bmh | Iithr-GmdeI: ] [ﬁlhﬁr-aﬂﬁwﬂl I | dpt | 1

Aqgé Mirzé Siyyid Mukammad
Bom

Mirzé “Abic
Eom:

Mirza "All
Bormn: mnShiris, Iran
Died

Shahriyar-Hasan
Bom:

A Fakhr Diad

(Saqqé Khani) Bom
= 1811 Died
Dued: 1887

Aga Muhammad-"Ali
Bomn:

unknown Dind:
Berm:

Hajl Muhammad-Rida Big

Siyyid Mehammad-Husayn
Bom:
Ced.

Bom
Disd:

KarbildT Mirzd "Abbds
Boww: Abt 1700
Dred.

Mirza Hadi
Shirdzi
Born: 1864 in Shisiz,

Died: 1955 Mirzé Ridé-Quli Big
o

Ivar-Sultan Khdnum

Dt | Mirzd Buzurg-i
Wazir (Mirza
| “Abbas--Niri)
Bom
Dued 1239
Bahd'ulldh
(Mirzd
Huszayn-"Al)
Borm November
%‘ 12, 181 7in Tebwis,
4Ty lrin
Droed May 29,
1897 im Balyi,
Paberting
Khadijih Khinum
Fom
11;57 = Landan, D i T i, Wi, Ik
. E “AbdutBaha
‘Abbis
Bom: May23, 1844
in Tihwin, lrin
Died: Hovambar 28,
1921 in Huafa,
Pabestine
Mirzd lsmd'ilk-Vazir
Bomn: in Valvad
Dind.

Asfyih Khdnum (N
Bomn: 1820
Died: 1886 in “Aklked, Padesting P
Siyyid Mub d-i-Hindi
Bom inZavash (neas Isfahan), lran
| Daed:

J Diyatyyih 5'","':“* Siyyid Mihdiy--Mahsi
Khénum
Borm:inPalesting i
Died: 1951 —_
| (a daughtes of an Indian
royal house)
Bam:
Trind

Mirzé
Muhammad-
“Aliyei-Nahri
Bom in Zovarih
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